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(57) Abstract: Three-dimensional model storage means (170) 
stores three-dimensional shape data on an object and illumination 
base data in advance. Comparison image generation means (1 10) 
generates as a comparison image a reproduction image in which 
the object is in the position/posture of the currently estimated 
value under the same illumination condition as the input image. 
Image displacement distribution detection means (120) divides the 
comparison image into partial images (small areas) and detects an 
image displacement distribution between the comparison image 
and the input image for each of the small areas. Posture difference 
detection means (130) calculates the position/posture difference 
value according to the image displacement distribution and the 
three-dimensional shape data. When end judgment means (140) 
determines that the position/posture difference value is smaller 
than a predetermined threshold value, it outputs the current 
position/posture estimation value as an optical position/posture 
estimation value (13). Thus, it is possible to rapidly estimate the 
position and the posture of an object contained in the image. 
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150 THREE-DIMENSIONAL SHAPE MEASURING MEANS 

160 ILLUMINATION BASE CALCULATION MEANS 

A THREE-DIMENSIONAL SHAPE DATA AND ILLUMINATION 
BASE DATA ON OBJECT 

170 THREE-DIMENSIONAL MODEL STORAGE MEANS 

1 2 POSITION/POSTURE INITIAL VALUE 
180 IMAGE INPUT MEANS 

11 INPUT IMAGE DATA 

1 1 0 COMPARISON IMAGE GENERATION MEANS 

120 IMAGE DISPLACEMENT DISTRIBUTION DETECTION MEANS 

130 POSTURE DIFFERENCE CALCULATION MEANS 

140 END JUDGMENT MEANS 

1 3 OPTIMAL POSITION/POSTURE ESTIMATION VALUE 
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